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Propositions 
 
 
1. Ever since the invention of tools human society has been a socio-technical space.  
 
2. Physical remains of ancient works of engineering create a bridge between then and now.  
  
3. Forgetting is as important as remembering when it comes to construction of history.   
  
4. Fresh studies on technological sites that have so far been un-investigated, enhance our current 
understanding of the past.   
  
5. Technology performs both discursive and non-discursive functions on behalf of the nation. 
 
6.  There is a close intimacy between Sri Lankan engineering and Sinhala nationalism.  
 
7. The narrative of engineering excellence of the Sinhalese, the majority community of the island, 
is one that is being reconstructed, modified and revised whenever it encounters a new site of 
engineering, whether it is a site of modern engineering or mythical in nature. 
    
8. Using the medium of technology nations not only gaze along the time axis towards the future or 
the past but look also at space and beyond the boundary of self and towards ‘others’, Tamils in 
the case of Sinhalese. 
 
9. In the sphere of Sinhala nationalism, engineering is not just an object, an artefact or a 
programme, but also a condition, a myth, a symbol, a tool, an actor, a worksite, a conceptual 
space and a community. 
 
10. A theory is always an incomplete representation of the reality. A theory is possible only when a 
part of the entire pool of data is excluded.  
 
 
